
^ www.themorningnewsaruba.com • themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com Friday, March 2, 2012 







Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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E-mail: budgetaruba@5etarnet.aw - www.budlgetaruba.cam 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


A shot of Aruba’s in Style Fashion Week 2011 


vember 2011 Aruba held the 
“Aruba In Style” project. To 
our great delight Aruba was 
named (2011) as .. .’’the most 
fashion-forward Caribbean 
Island.” 

Aruba In Style has been 
instrumental in the major 
recognitions received from 
the fashion world. 

We are high on the list in 
the area of fashion from 
Miami to New York. The 
media coverage was big from 
the international press where 
names like Getty images 
were mentioned, and NTN 
24, and Ocean Drive, Tele¬ 


visa, New York Daily News 
and New York Magazine, 
among others. 

The government, which 
from the start believed in the 
idea of Aruba in Style, said 
that this project is definitely 
something positive for Aruba 
and that it can help Aruba in 
the diversification of our 
tourism markets. Special ap¬ 
preciation is in order for all 
those who have encouraged 
Aruba In Style, who con¬ 
tributed in Aruba earning the 
remarkable title of ...’’the 
most fashion-forward Carib¬ 
bean Island!” 


COOL CASINO 

Located within The RIU Palace Aruba 






This voucher will he exchanged for $10 promotional slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Members only" 


Google rolls out new privacy policy amid howls 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Google rolled out its new privacy 
policy Thursday allowing the firm to track users across 
various services to develop targeted advertising, despite 
sharp criticism from US and European consumer advo¬ 
cacy groups. 

See story on pg 7 


Aruba stands tall as one of 
the “Best of the Caribbean 

for 2012!” 


Just recently the Smarter- 
Travel.com website named 
Aruba one of the best desti¬ 
nations in the Caribbean for 
the year 2012. Smarter- 
Travel.com is a world 
renowned website offering 
travelers credible information 
about the destination they are 
headed for their vacation. 
The website has a list of 
about 1 million visitors per 
month. They offer profes¬ 
sional advice about the best 
destinations, airline flights, 
hotels, etc. 

In an article on the web¬ 
site they recommend 10 des¬ 
tinations they consider a must 
to visit in 2012, and ...you 
guessed right, Aruba is one of 
them! 


SmarterTravel. com has 
placed emphasis on the 
Aruba Fashion Week., 
“Aruba In Style.” Last No- 

Tornadoes tear through Midwest, 
killing at least 12 


UNITED STATES, Harrisburg : HARRISBURG, IL: Vehicles and other possessions are 
scattered after a tornado ripped through a neighborhood in the early morning hours of 
February, 29, 2012 in Harrisburg, Illinois. According to reports, at least 12 people have 
died in tornadoes across the Midwest. (AFP) 
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Balasli 


hours-Serving ^ serv 
12:00pm to 10:00ish, , unch and ^ nner 


phone number 586-3904 

9i\-s6Ner Be e ^ 


Balashi 


(N Ab<J b,x 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Fro 


seven 
days 
a week 


$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! 
MENTION THIS AT TIME Of ORDER! 


^■delivery in hotel area for orders over §50.0Qr 


5 Burg^^A 
Burgers, Fries.. A 


MIO Aruba announces sponsorship of Palo 
Marga Racetrack 



Juni Croes with Enrick Lopez and Randall Boekhouder 


A artful replica of the 1957 
Plymouth Fury “Christine” 
made famous by Stephen 
King in the book and movie, 
was the center of attention as 


MIO Internet and mobile 
service providers announced 
their official sponsorship of 
Boss Racing, the group that 
manages Aruba’s Palo Marga 


Racetrack at the east end of 
the island. 

MIO CEO Juni Croes was 
pleased to join Boss Racing 
President Randall Boekhoudt 


Drunk driver shuts down Philadelphia airport 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) - 
Flights at Philadelphia Inter¬ 
national Airport were halted 
for 40 minutes Thursday after 
a drunk driver drove through 
a gate into a restricted area 
and onto a runway. 

Police intervened to stop 


the driver, identified as Ken¬ 
neth Richard Mazik, 24, after 
he crashed through a locked, 
but unmanned gate. 

"It was a locked facility, a 
secure facility and he 
rammed his way through 
there,” said police spokes¬ 


woman Jillian Russell. 

The jeep was detected by 
ground radar as it first moved 
toward one runway then to¬ 
ward a second one before po¬ 
lice surrounded it, the 
spokeswoman said. 

The airport was closed 
while police searched the ve¬ 
hicle for explosives. 

The driver was charged 
with drunk driving and reck¬ 
less endangerment. 

Witnesses told local tele¬ 
vision channel WPVI the 
driver seemed to be awaiting 
the arrival of an airplane be¬ 
fore he drove toward the run¬ 
ways. No airplanes were 
endangered by the vehicle's 
intrusion, police said. 

The FBI and the Trans¬ 
portation Security Adminis¬ 
tration have opened 
investigations into the inci¬ 
dent. 



"Where Everyone is Welcome" 


Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time. 



The Morning News’ sales representative Yanis strikes a 


pose infront of MIO’s replica 
ous Christine 

and general factotum Enrick 
Lopez for the official an¬ 
nouncement of their sponsor¬ 
ship on Wednesday 
afternoon, February 29, in the 
front of the Mio offices in the 
Cayena Mall.“Mio is “in the 
fast lane” with our continued 
support of Boss Racing, 
which began with One Cool 
Summer Nationals last year 
and will be taking place again 
from August 25 to September 

l, 2012 ” he announced. 

MIO provides the Internet 

service for the Boss Racing 
website: 
http ://www. arubaraceway. co 

m, along with the service that 
allows fans to instantly ac¬ 
cess racing results posted real 
time, along with their Face- 
book page. MIO has the 


of of Stephen King's notori- 

newest technology for faster 
posting, just what is needed 
for providing up to the mo¬ 
ment racing action and re¬ 
sults. 

MIO offers a variety of 
systems for phone, laptop and 
tablet users to create their 
own hotspot and enjoy guar¬ 
anteed Internet access from 
any point on Aruba; they 
have a number of plans to 
suit any budget, without de¬ 
posits or credit checks re¬ 
quired, including short-term 
plans ideal for vacationers. 
They also have a selection of 
the latest communication de¬ 
vices to pair with program. 
For more information, visit 
their website: 

http://mioaruba.com/. 

Rosalie Klein 


FLEAMARKET-YARD SALE ROCOCO Plaza 

Road 4A SUNDAY 4 MARCH 9-2 

Tanki Leendert PARKINGLOT Rococo Plaza 
Stand Rental afl. 25.- Place Only afl. 10.- Ph. 741-5640 


Our Website: www.antiquesaruba.com 


Sale; New low prized ,2 nd Hand, Inventory yard sale 
Antiques,decorations,Porcelan ,clothes shoes,CD 
Plants, paint books cosmetics Indonesian Cuisin 




































Manhole system makes work easier for Utility companies 


The infrastructure in the main 
street is getting a new and 
modern dimension which 
will avoid the ugly site of 
digging up the ground in the 
future to do repairs or to 
make adjustments. With this 
new system the ugly site of 
removing tiles and digging 
up the ground and leaving the 
ground in desrepair for weeks 
will be a thing of the past. 

The government’s Integral 
BoAruba Plan has included 
ways to avoid future ugly 
sites in the center of the city 
everytime that the Utility 
companies have to do repairs. 

DOW’s Marlon Croes ex¬ 
plained that this new system 
will make work so much eas¬ 
ier whenever a business 
changes destination. For ex- formerly sold clothing restaurant, there would be no 

ample if a building which changes and becomes a problem whatsoever. By 



means of the large “man¬ 
holes” employees of, for ex¬ 
ample, the gas company can 
get into the “manhole” and 
make all the connections for 
that company to be supplied 
with gas. Next to the “man¬ 
holes” there are lines of pipes 
from the utility companies 
going to all businesses. 

These “manhole” boxes 
contain pipe lines for: elec¬ 
tricity, water, telephone and 
gas. The only digging to take 
place in the future will be at 
the edge of the premise of the 
business. They used different 
pipe lines for each type of 
utility. 

According to Marlon 
Croes, this system is very 
modern, although Lago did 
use a similar system in the 
past. The government is 


using this system for the very 
first time for the renovations 
in the main street of down¬ 
town Oranjestad. This system 
would be ideal for the Green 
Corridor, but they must have 
the support of all the utility 
companies for such a system. 

This new system has been 
used extensively throughout 
the entire length of the main 
street. In total there are 8 of 
these “manholes.” 

This system is definitely 
going to make maintenance 
work so much easier. For ex¬ 
ample, the maintenance of 
the trees to be planted in the 
mainstreet, and the musical 
system to be installed, will all 
be so much easier to maintain 
and make adjustments when 
necessary in the future. 


M<^%H 


MARIO HERNANDEZ 


Paseo Herencia Mall. Store C-14. Aruba 
Phone: (297)5860300 
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Kate joins Queen, 
Camilla for tea -- 
and dog treats 

(AFP)—Prince William's 
wife Kate joined the queen 
and mother-in-law Camilla 
for a tour of upmarket store 
Fortnum and Mason on 
Thursday, sampling tea and 
sweets before taking home 
some dog biscuits. 

The duchess of Cam¬ 
bridge, wearing a blue coat 
dress by Italian designer 
Missoni, joined Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth II and Prince Charles' 
wife in the trio's first official 
engagement together at the 
London shop known as the 
queen's grocer. 

The three women were 
presented with wicker ham¬ 
pers filled with luxurious 
items, and Kate burst into 
giggles when she discov¬ 
ered "hearty treats for happy 
hounds" in hers — a gift for 
her cocker spaniel, Lupo. 



f/< 'jiVusnmim&uttfA 
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www.tiara-air.com 


Aruba Certification Program celebrates first 

200 graduates 




When the current Minister of 
Tourism, Transport & Labor, 
Otmar Oduber, took office, 
he announced a priority of his 
would be establishing a 
process of educating workers 
in Aruba’s tourism industry, 
along with interested parties, 


in the art of correctly inform¬ 
ing visitors as well as wel¬ 
coming them. The Aruba 
Certification Program, ACP 
began last month. 

Project Manager Chido 


Henriquez was proud to in¬ 
troduce the first crop of 200 
graduates who were awarded 
their certifications on 

Wednesday afternoon, Febru¬ 

ary 29, after completing the 
three-week course, which in¬ 
cluded classes by six instruc¬ 
tors in their 
various areas 
of expertise. 

Those tak¬ 
ing the course 
expressed it 
was a revela¬ 
tion, and they 
learned a great 
deal, even 
though they 
had lived here all their lives. 
“I never realized that a lot of 
what I took for granted, about 
the nature and history in par¬ 
ticular, was misinformation,” 
commented on Radisson em¬ 



ployee. His col¬ 
leagues concurred regarding 
the necessity of learning the 
correct information to impart 
to interested island visitors. 

ACP has partnered with 
Ensenansa pa Empleo, a divi¬ 
sion of the Department of Ed¬ 
ucation specializing in night 
courses for working people to 
improve their skills and facil¬ 
itate advancement. EpE Di¬ 
rector Gregory Koolman was 
joined by the ACP Public Re¬ 
lations Manager Shouska 
Kock in awarding the certifi¬ 
cates. 

Wednesday’s ceremony 
included the unveiling the of¬ 
ficial website: www.arubac- 
ertificationprogram.com, 
where individuals can regis¬ 
ter for the course, costing 95 
Arubian florins; businesses 
can sign up their employees 
as a group, which costs 80 
florins per employee for 5 
staff members or more. 

The ACP slogan “What is 
your Commitment?” refers to 
the concept that each person 
working within the tourist in¬ 
dustry, and actually every 
resident of Aruba, should 
think of themselves as good¬ 
will ambassadors for the 




principal foundation of the is¬ 
land’s economy. Not only 
business concerns directly in¬ 
volved in tourism are encour¬ 
aged to take this course, but 
all islanders, as they are 
likely to 
come in con¬ 
tact with va¬ 
cationers at 
anytime. The 
curious visi¬ 
tors who care 
to learn more 
about Aruba 
and under¬ 
stand its peo¬ 
ple and 
environment 

certainly deserve the commit¬ 
ment of Arubans to be giving 
factual, accurate information, 
which may come to a sur¬ 
prise to many residents. A 


number of managers proudly 
watching their staffers re¬ 
ceiving their certificates 
commented on the impor¬ 
tance of the program, which 
they considered has great 


value not only in maintaining 
the quality of Aruba’s 
tourism product, but outside 
the industry, as well. 

Rosalie Klein 
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Tourism continues 
to perform above 
expectation 


Summary of the bulletin 
for the third quarter of 2011 

The Centrale Bank van Aruba 
(CBA) concludes in its Quar¬ 
terly Bulletin of the third 
quarter of 2011 that Aruba re¬ 
mained on the path to recov¬ 
ery as tourism continued to 
perform above expectation. 
In the third quarter of 2011, 
the tourism sector activities 
improved over the same pe¬ 
riod of 2010, with total visi¬ 
tors increasing by 17,715 
(+8.6 percent) to a total of 
224,774 due to a pick-up in 
all market segments (North 
America, South America, and 
Europe). In contrast, the num¬ 
ber of cruise passengers who 
visited Aruba contracted by 
2,017 (-11.8 percent), associ¬ 
ated with a smaller average 
passenger capacity of the 
ships that called at the port of 
Aruba. On balance, tourism 
receipts recorded a substan¬ 
tial growth of 9.6 percent. 

Furthermore, the Business 
Perception Survey (BPS) for 
the third quarter of 2011 indi¬ 
cated that companies contin¬ 
ued to maintain a positive 
outlook on the economy. The 
level of confidence experi¬ 
enced a slight decline, but re¬ 
sponses showed that most 
firms seemed to be as opti¬ 
mistic about the economy as 
when surveyed in 2007, i.e., 
before the economic down¬ 
turn. In addition to the posi¬ 
tive business sentiment, 
increased imports related to 
cement and investment goods 
along with a higher value of 
the construction permits 
granted are indicative of the 
renewed investment activities. 
Moreover, higher proceeds 
from the turnover tax (BBO), 
profit tax, and import duties 
all pointed to a continuation 
of the economic recovery. 

An unfavorable develop¬ 
ment has been the steady hike 
in oil prices in the interna¬ 
tional markets over the past 
year, which resulted in raised 
price levels in the third quar¬ 
ter of 2011 (on average 6.1 
percent higher than the level 
recorded a year earlier). An 
upward movement in prices 
was registered in almost all 
components, most notably in 
food and non-alcoholic bev¬ 
erages , alcoholic beverages 
and tobacco , housing , and 
transport. When the energy 
and food components are ex¬ 
cluded from the total con¬ 
sumer basket, the result 
shows a quarterly core infla¬ 
tion of 2.0 percent. 

The government’s finan¬ 
cial deficit on a cash-adjusted 


basis totaled Afl. 61.8 million 
in the third quarter of 2011. 
Total tax revenue recorded a 
slight decrease of Afl. 1.0 mil¬ 
lion to Afl. 202.5 million when 
compared to the third quarter 
of 2010. Total expenditures on 
a cash-adjusted basis (i.e., in¬ 
cluding the change in unmet fi¬ 
nancing requirements) fell by 
Afl. 43.3 million to Afl. 277.2 
million. The total financing 
needs of the government 
equaled Afl. 104.6 million, 
comprising Afl. 59.9 million in 
financial deficit on a cash basis 
and Afl. 42.8 million in repay¬ 
ments on loans. The financing 
needs of the government were 
largely met by the issuance of 
Afl. 29.5 million in govern¬ 
ment bonds and the drawing 
down of government deposits 
by Afl. 67.6 million. On bal¬ 
ance, government debt de¬ 
creased to Afl. 2,552.8 million, 
while its ratio to the nominal 
GDP fell by 3.3 percentage 
points to an estimated 54.0 per¬ 
cent. 

The balance of payments 
posted an Afl. 98.3 million 
deficit in the third quarter of 
2011 (2010: Afl. 124.1 mil¬ 
lion deficit), resulting in a 
corresponding net outflow of 
funds to abroad. The deficit 
on the current account of the 
balance of payments tumbled 
by Afl. 245.0 million to 
Afl. 198.6 million. This 
lower deficit was mainly as¬ 
sociated with a strong im¬ 
provement in the goods 
account due to the resump¬ 
tion of exports by the oil sec¬ 
tor. In contrast, the services 
account surplus dipped by 
Afl. 31.6 million to Afl. 279.3 
million, predominantly be¬ 
cause of substantially higher 
freight payments for crude oil 
imports by the refinery. Addi¬ 
tionally, payments for gov¬ 
ernment and construction 
services increased signifi¬ 
cantly, in part on account of 
tourism promotion. The 
marked improvement in the 
tourism receipts (+9.6 per¬ 
cent) could not fully compen¬ 
sate for this negative 
outcome. The capital and fi¬ 
nancial account registered an 
Afl. 92.5 million surplus in 
the third quarter of 2011 
(2010: Afl. 327.0 million sur¬ 
plus), primarily related to 
considerable net inflows for 
direct investment 

(+Afl. 712.4 million), which 
were to a large extent offset 
by Afl. 605.6 million in net 
outflows of other investment 
(mainly trade credits). These 
results were heavily influ¬ 
enced by the resumption of 
oil refinery operations. 





SlerMng silver charms from 525 

PANDORA" store 


Raseo Herencia 
Noord, Aruba 


PANDORA 


TEL: 297.586.5625 


UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 


ggBoolchand’s D'ORLMIN 
Digital oooog rrr 


Havenstraat #25 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
TEL: 297.583.0147 
FAX: 297.582.6440 


The Jewelry Center 
90-92 LG Smith Blvd. 

Oranjestad, Aruba 

TEL: 297.582.9544 * FAX: 297. 582.9664 


Ohio teen charged over US 
school shooting 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
17-year-old boy accused of 
the latest US school shooting 
in Ohio was charged Thurs¬ 
day with three counts of ag¬ 
gravated murder and two 
counts of attempted aggra¬ 
vated murder, a prosecutor 
said. 

The charges against TJ 
Lane, who gave himself up 
and confessed to police after 
Monday's shooting spree at 
Chardon High School, were 
filed in a juvenile court, but 
prosecutors want to see the 
case transferred to an adult 
court, meaning the teen could 
face life without parole if 
convicted. 

Lane allegedly fired 10 
shots from a .22-caliber hand¬ 
gun on Monday on a group of 
teenagers in the high school 
cafeteria, sending terrified 
students running for their 
lives before fleeing the scene, 
chased by a teacher. 


One victim died in hospi¬ 
tal hours after the shooting. 
Two more succumbed to their 
wounds on Tuesday. A fourth 
gunshot victim remains in 
hospital while a fifth, the 
only girl shot, has been re¬ 
leased back to her family. 

Shocked residents of this 
close-knit Ohio community 
of 5,100 have struggled to 
comprehend how the tragedy 
could have happened. 

No motive has been deter¬ 
mined but Joyce told re¬ 
porters earlier in the week 
that during his confession to 
police, Lane had said that he 
picked his victims at random. 

"This was the effect of one 
lone gunman. He chose his 
victims at random. This is not 
about bullying. This is not 
about drugs," the prosecutor 
said Tuesday. "This is about 
someone who's not well." 

The next court hearing has 
been scheduled for March 6. 


Romney wins 
non-binding 
Wyoming vote 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Mitt Romney followed up 
key victories in Michigan 
and Arizona with another 
win in Wyoming's non¬ 
binding Republican presi¬ 
dential straw poll, according 
to state party officials. 

Romney, a former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor, won 39 
percent of the vote, fol¬ 
lowed by former Pennsylva¬ 
nia senator Rick Santorum, 
his main rival, with 32 per¬ 
cent, Texas Congressman 
Ron Paul with 21 percent 
and former House speaker 
Newt Gingrich with eight 
percent. 

The state-by-state battle 
for the right to take on Dem¬ 
ocratic President Barack 
Obama in the November 
general election is heating 
up ahead of Super Tuesday, 
March 6, when 10 states 
will vote simultaneously. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 






Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


$ 9.98 


Early Bird Special 

Le Petit 



Qfone 


C^ritl Besffiorant 8 Bar Every Day fro** pa* 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


Vo CW. Vo CdK^. 
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US Senate rejects birth 
control amendment 


International News 

Syrian forces overrun Baba 
Amr as rebels retreat 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Syrian 
forces overran the Baba Amr 
district of powderkeg Homs on 
Thursday after rebels re¬ 
treated, potentially marking a 
turning point in President 
Bashar al-Assad’s bid to crush 
an increasingly armed upris¬ 
ing. 

As rebel fighters pulled 
back, the opposition Syrian 
National Council (SNC) 
warned of a ’’massacre" in the 
rebel neighbourhood by Syrian 
forces, while aid agencies said 
they would urgently try to get 
there to deliver aid and evacu¬ 
ate the wounded. 

The SNC, slamming "con¬ 
fusion” among the rebel ranks, 


said in Paris it would provide 
leadership to an outgunned 
and fragmented force and con¬ 
trol the flow of arms to fighters 
on the ground. 

The rebels said they had 
pulled out "tactically" from 
Baba Amr after nearly two 
days of an all-out assault by 
the feared Fourth Armoured 
Division, led by a younger 
brother of President Bashar al- 
Assad, Maher, following 27 
straight days of relentless 
shelling of their bastion. 

The FSA was formed mid- 
201 1 in response to a brutal 
crackdown by Assad’s forces 
on anti-regime protesters, and 
now boasts at least 20,000 


armed fighters, although the 
numbers are impossible to ver- 
ify. 

A Syrian security official 
said in Damascus that the 
army was in total command of 
the Homs neighbourhood, 
which had become the symbol 
of resistance to the regime. 

The SNC urged the interna¬ 
tional community to act to pre¬ 
vent to protect residents, 
charging that the Fourth Ar¬ 
moured Brigade wasd con¬ 
ducting "barbaric operations 
against civilians." 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said in total, 39 
people, including eight loyal 
soldiers and seven deserters, 
were killed in violence across 
Syria. 

The International Commit¬ 
tee of the Red Cross and the 
Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
were preparing to urgently 
reach the conflict zone, an 
ICRC spokesman said. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Mitt Romney followed up 
key victories in Michigan and 
Arizona with another win in 
Wyoming’s non-binding Re¬ 
publican presidential straw 
poll, according to state party 
officials. 

The poll was carried out 
alongside precinct caucuses 
held throughout February and 
concluded late Wednesday, 
but the state’s delegates will 
be allocated at county con¬ 
ventions held next week, a 
party official told AFP. 

Romney, a former Massa¬ 
chusetts governor, won 39 
percent of the vote, followed 
by former Pennsylvania sen¬ 
ator Rick Santorum, his main 
rival, with 32 percent, Texas 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Senate on Thursday re¬ 
jected an attempt to exempt 
employers who cite moral ob¬ 
jections to birth control meas¬ 
ures from having to follow 
new health insurance rules 
proposed by President Barack 
Obama. 

The debate over contracep¬ 
tion has been terse in the run¬ 
up to the November 2012 
election, but an amendment 
put forward by Republican 
Senator Roy Blunt was de¬ 
feated 51 votes to 48 in the 
chamber. 

Republicans had accused 
Obama of waging war on reli¬ 
gious freedom with his plan 
but Senate majority leader 
Harry Reid, a Democratic rep¬ 
resentative for Nevada, said 
before the vote that the "ex¬ 
treme, ideological amend¬ 
ment," if passed, would have 
denied women access to cru¬ 
cial health care options. 

"It would allow any em¬ 
ployer or insurer to deny cov¬ 
erage for virtually any 


Congressman Ron Paul with 
21 percent and former House 
speaker Newt Gingrich with 
eight percent. 

Wyoming has the smallest 
population of any state, with 
less than 600,000 people, and 
will divide its 26 delegates 
among the candidates. 

CNN projected that Rom¬ 
ney would win 10 delegates, 
Santorum nine, Paul six and 
Gingrich one. 

The state-by-state battle 
for the right to take on Dem¬ 
ocratic President Barack 
Obama in the November gen¬ 
eral election is heating up 
ahead of Super Tuesday, 
March 6, when 10 states will 
vote simultaneously. 


treatment for virtually any rea¬ 
son," Reid said, citing mam¬ 
mograms, prenatal care, flu 
shots, diabetes screenings, and 
child vaccinations as being at 
risk. 

"Although the amendment 
was designed to restrict 
women’s access to contracep¬ 
tion, it would also limit all 
Americans’ access to essential 
health care," Reid added. 

Blunt, however, denied that 
losing the vote meant the end 
of the furor. 

"This issue will not go away 
unless the administration de¬ 
cides to take it away by giving 
people of faith these first 
amendment protections," he 
said.- 

Although the vote fell 
broadly along party lines, Re¬ 
publican Senator Olympia 
Snowe, a moderate, voted 
against the Blunt amendment 
and Susan Collins, another 
moderate Republican, said she 
backed it despite "its flaws." 

In a concession three weeks 
ago, Obama said his govern¬ 
ment would no longer require 
religious organizations to offer 
contraception coverage on em¬ 
ployee health plans and said 
his opponents had turned the 
issue into a "political football.’ 

But he stuck by the princi¬ 
ple that all women should have 
free access to such services, 
putting the onus on insurance 
firms to offer women working 
for religious employers such as 
Catholic hospitals free birth 
control coverage. 

Officials argued that a 
woman who worked, for ex¬ 
ample, as a nurse at a Catholic 
hospital might not share their 
employer’s religious opposi¬ 
tion to contraception and 
should have the same rights as 
female workers elsewhere. 

Republican House speaker 
John Boehner, however, said 
on Thursday that the rights of 
churches and other groups to 
protect their religious beliefs 
had been "violated," by 
Obama’s proposals. 



BAYONNE, France (AFP) - French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy took refuge in a bar Thursday after hundreds of 
Basque separatists and opposition Socialist party sup¬ 
porters mobbed him and some shouted insults and threw 
eggs. Riot police deployed outside the Bar du Palais in 
Bayonne, in the southwestern Basque region, where 
Sarkozy was on the campaign trail to seek re-election in a 
presidential vote in April and May. Some of the protestors 
jeered and booed and threw eggs at the bar while others 
shouted "Nicolas kampora!", which in the Basque lan¬ 
guage means "Nicolas get out!", and threw out tracts call¬ 
ing for more Basque autonomy. The president was booed 
from the moment he got out of his car in the centre of the 
city and was followed by a jeering crowd all the way to the 
bar, where he had been scheduled to meet with local vot¬ 
ers. Sarkozy, who was due in Brussels later Thursday for 
a European Council meeting, condemned the incident and 
put the blame partly on the party of his frontrunning rival. 
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International News 

US picks up from tornadoes, 
up to 12 dead 

after it was ripped apart by a 
deadly twister that stayed on 
the ground for miles, striking 
while most were still sleeping 
at around 4:30 am (1030 
GMT) on Wednesday. 

At least six people were 
killed and more than 100 in¬ 
jured in Harrisburg, a southern 
Illinois town with a population 
of 9,000. 

The monster twister packed 
winds up to 170 miles (270 
kilometers) per hour and dam¬ 
aged or destroyed up to 300 
homes and 25 businesses, 
smashing a strip mall to bits 
and tearing a wall off the local 
hospital. 

Harrisburg mayor Eric 
Gregg called Wednesday’s de¬ 
struction and loss of life "dev¬ 
astating" and vowed to provide 
care for those who were hurt 
and displaced. 

President Barack Obama 
was briefed on the disaster on 
Thursday morning as he flew 
by helicopter to Andrews Air 
Force Base for a flight to New 
Hampshire, White House 
spokesman Jay Carney said. 

The National Weather Serv¬ 
ice has received 30 reports of 
tornadoes in six states since 
the storm began Tuesday, bat¬ 
tering Nebraska and Kansas 
before rolling eastward to Mis¬ 
souri, Illinois, Indiana and 
Kentucky. 

Severe thunderstorms 
pounded Alabama, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina and Tennessee on 
Wednesday before the bad 
weather pummeled toward the 
eastern seaboard. 

Some 545 people were 
killed by tornadoes in 2011, 
which was the deadliest tor¬ 
nado season since 1936 and 
the third worst on record, ac¬ 
cording to the national weather 
service. 


Google rolls out new 
privacy policy amid 
howls 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Google rolled out its new pri¬ 
vacy policy Thursday allow¬ 
ing the firm to track users 
across various services to de¬ 
velop targeted advertising, de¬ 
spite sharp criticism from US 
and European consumer advo¬ 
cacy groups. 

Google contends the move 
simplifies and unifies its poli¬ 
cies across its various services 
such as Gmail, YouTube, An¬ 
droid mobile systems, social 
networks and Internet search. 

"The new policy doesn't 
change any existing privacy 
settings or how any personal 
information is shared outside 
of Google," Google privacy 
chief Alma Whitten said on 
the Google Blog yesterday. 

But critics including Euro¬ 
pean privacy agencies and US 
consumer watchdogs argued 
the new policy, which offers 
no ability to opt out aside from 
refraining from signing into 
Google services, gives the In¬ 
ternet giant unprecedented 
ability to monitor its users. 

"Calling this a 'privacy pol¬ 
icy' is Orwellian doubles¬ 
peak," said John Simpson of 
the US advocacy group Con¬ 
sumer Watchdog. 

"Google isn't telling you 
about protecting your privacy. 
Google is telling you how they 
will gather information about 
you on all its services, com¬ 
bine it in new ways and use 
the fat new digital dossiers to 
sell more ads. They're telling 
you how they plan to spy on 
you. It's a spy policy." 

A coalition of European 
and US consumer advocacy 
groups made a last-ditch ap¬ 
peal to Internet search and ad¬ 
vertising giant Google on 
Wednesday to delay the 
changes. 

In a joint letter to Google 
chief executive Larry Page, 
the Trans Atlantic Consumer 
Dialogue urged Google to 


delay implementation of the 
changes, saying it would 
"combine data from all of your 
services... into a single profile 
without user consent and with¬ 
out any meaningful opportu¬ 
nity for users to opt-out." 

The French consumer data 
protection agency CNIL 
warned this week that Google 
may be in violation of Euro¬ 
pean privacy norms. 

US Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission chairman Jon Lei- 
bowitz has said Google is 
forcing users to make a "brutal 
choice" — ending its use of the 
service or complying with the 
new monitoring scheme. 

The Electronic Privacy In¬ 
formation Center said it is ap¬ 
pealing a judge's ruling that 
dismissed its legal challenge 
to Google's privacy policy. 
The group says Google is vio¬ 
lating a settlement it reached 
with the FTC requiring the 
company to protect user data. 

Technology analyst Shelly 
Palmer said Google had gone 
too far in the new policy. 

Google announced in Janu¬ 
ary it was revising its privacy 
policies and changing how it 
uses data from users of its 
services to provide more per¬ 
sonalized search results and 
advertisements. 


DO NOT 




CHICAGO (AFP) - Residents 
of stricken towns across the 
US heartland picked through 
debris Thursday in the after- 
math of a string of deadly tor¬ 
nadoes that left as many as 12 
people dead. 

The last known victim was 
trapped under the ruins of a 
collapsed house in DeKalb 
County in eastern Tennessee, 
and emergency workers were 
readying a recovery operation. 

"They can see part of a 
body," Tennessee emergency 
management spokesman Je¬ 
remy Heidt told AFP, but with¬ 
out confirming the third death 
in the state from the tornadoes. 



"There is a collapsed struc¬ 
ture on the person and as soon 
as the site is confirmed as safe 
a recovery operation is due to 
begin," Heidt said, a day after 
horrendous weather wreaked 
destruction across the mid¬ 
west. 

Homes were smashed to 
bits, cars were tossed into 
lakes, trees were uprooted and 
shops were reduced to rubble 
in towns from Nebraska to 
Kentucky as the powerful sys¬ 
tem whipped up strong winds, 
hail and ominous funnel 
clouds. 

The town of Harrisburg, 
Illinois was the hardest hit 
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Cancer drugs could halt Ebola 
virus 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Some cancer drugs used to 
treat patients with leukemia 
may also help stop the Ebola 
virus and give the body time 
to control the infection before 
it turns deadly, US researchers 
said. 

The much-feared Ebola 
virus emerged in Africa in the 
1970s and can incite a hemor¬ 
rhagic fever which causes a 
person to bleed to death in up 
to 90 percent of cases. 

While rare, the Ebola virus 
is considered a potential 
weapon for bioterrorists be¬ 
cause it is so highly conta¬ 
gious, so lethal and has no 
standard treatment. 


But a pair of well-known 
drugs that have been used to 
treat leukemia — known as 
nolitinib and imatinib — ap¬ 
pear to have some success in 
stopping the virus from repli¬ 
cating in human cells. 

Lead researcher Mayra 
Garcia of the US National In¬ 
stitute of Allergy and Infec¬ 
tious Diseases and colleagues 
reported their finding in 
Wednesday’s edition of the 
journal Science Translational 
Medicine. 

By experimenting with 
human embryonic kidney 
cells in a lab, they found that 
a protein called c-Abll tyro¬ 
sine kinase was a key regula¬ 
tor in whether the Ebola virus 
could replicate or not. 

The leukemia drugs work 
by stopping that protein's ac¬ 
tivity. In turn, a viral protein 
called VP40 stopped the re¬ 
lease of viral particles from 
the infected cells, a process 
known as filovirus budding. 

"Drugs that target filovirus 
budding would be expected to 
reduce the spread of infection, 
giving the immune system 
time to control the infection," 
the study authors wrote. 


"Our results suggest that 
short-term administration of 
nilotinib or imatinib may be 
useful in treating Ebola virus 
infections." 

Imatinib, which is marketed 
as Gleevec and Glivec, is used 
to treat chronic myelogenous 
leukemia in humans, a disease 
which is caused by dysregula- 
tion of c-Abl enzyme. 

Nilotinib, also known as 
Tasigna, has been used in 
chronic myelogenous 

leukemia patients who are re¬ 
sistant to imatinib. 

Both "have reasonable 
safety profiles, although some 
cardiac toxicity has been re¬ 
ported with long-term admin¬ 
istration in a small number of 
patients," the study added. 

According to the UN's 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), about 1,850 cases of 
Ebola, with some 1,200 
deaths, have occurred since 
1976. 

The virus has a natural 
reservoir in several species of 
African fruit bat. Gorillas and 
other non-human primates are 
also susceptible to the disease. 


Fried food raises stroke risk in 
older women 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Older women who eat high 
amounts of the kind of fat 
found in fried foods and baked 
goods face a greater risk of 
stroke than women who eat 
lower fat diets, a US study 
suggested. 

However, aspirin use could 
cut those risks, said the re¬ 
searchers from University of 
North Carolina whose findings 
are published in the Annals of 
Neurology. 

The data came from the 
largest study to date of post¬ 
menopausal women and their 
eating habits, and included 
87,025 women between the 
ages 50 and 79 who were gen¬ 
erally in good health at the 


time of enrollment. 

Women who reported eat¬ 
ing diets high in trans-fatty 
acids, or 6.1 grams a day, 
showed a 39 percent greater 
incidence of stroke due to a 
blocked artery than women 
who ate 2.2 grams per day of 
such fats. 

The researchers did not find 
any significant links between 
stroke risk and how much total 
fat the women consumed, or 
their level of dietary choles¬ 
terol. 

But aspirin use was shown 
to slim down the link between 
trans fat intake and stroke, 
which affects nearly 800,000 
people in the United States per 
year and is the fourth leading 


cause of US death. 

Trans fat is on the decline in 
the United States due to a pub¬ 
lic health and legislation cam¬ 
paign which has banned its use 
in many fast food restaurants 
and in food preparation. 

But it hasn't disappeared al¬ 
together. 

"Trans fats are rare in living 
nature, but can commonly 
occur in foods as a result of 
food processing called partial 
hydrogenation when a liquid 
vegetable oil is turned into a 
solid fat," said Nancy Copper- 
man, director of public health 
initiatives at North Shore- 
Long Island Jewish Health 
System in New York. 

Copperman, who was not 
involved in the study, added 
that the behaviors of women 
who ate lots of trans fat were 
also unhealthy, including de¬ 
creased physical activity, 
smoking, and higher levels of 
diabetes. 

"Encouraging and support¬ 
ing women consume a bal¬ 
anced diet avoiding trans fat 
and including healthy oils and 
daily physical activity can be 
a major step in preventing 
stroke and other lifestyle re¬ 
lated diseases," she said. 
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Sleep gets better 
with age: US study 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Con¬ 
trary to popular belief, older 
people do not suffer as many 
sleeping problems as the 
young and a good night's rest 
may actually get easier with 
age, said a US study released 
on Thursday. 

Based on a telephone survey 
with more than 150,000 Amer¬ 
ican adults, people in their 80s 
had the fewest complaints 
about their sleeping patterns, 
while those in middle age, par¬ 
ticularly women, had the most. 

"This flies in the face of 
popular belief," said Michael 
Grandner, lead author of the 
study which appears in the 
journal Sleep. "These results 
force us to re-think what we 
know about sleep in older peo¬ 
ple — men and women." 

The randomized survey was 
based on self-reported data, 
and did not measure people's 
actual sleep patterns. 

More than 70 million people 
in the United States have some 
kind of sleep disorder, accord¬ 
ing to the American Academy 


of Sleep Medicine. 

However Grandner, research 
associate at the Center for 
Sleep and Circadian Neurobi¬ 
ology at the Perlman School of 
Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, said perceptions 
are important. 

"Even if sleep among older 
Americans is actually worse 
than in younger adults, feel¬ 
ings about it still improve with 
age," said Grandner. 

"Once you factor out things 
like illness and depression, 
older people should be report¬ 
ing better sleep. If they're not, 
they need to talk to their doctor. 
They shouldn't just ignore it." 
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Apple to hold March 7 
event, new iPad expected 



tions Tuesday to a March 7 
press event expected to be the 
unveiling of the next genera¬ 
tion of the hot-selling iPad 
tablet computer. 

The invitations featured a 
picture of an iPad and the 


words: "We have something 
you really have to see. And 
touch.” 

The event is to be held at 
San Francisco's Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, where 
Apple has unveiled numerous 
products over the years. 

Dow Jones-owned technol¬ 
ogy blog All Things Digital 
reported earlier this month 
that the "iPad 3” will be 
shaped like the current model, 
but run on a faster computer 
chip and have improved 
graphics. 

Apple has sold more than 
55 million iPads since launch¬ 
ing the device in April 2010. 


Sci-Tech 


Microsoft launches 'reimagined' 
Windows 
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BARCELONA (AFP) - IT 
giant Microsoft delivered its 
answer to Google and Apple, 
through a new-generation 
Windows operating system 
designed to run seamlessly on 
computers and portable tablet 
devices. 

The operating system is 
Microsoft's riposte to Google's 
Android platform and Apple, 
which has dominated the 
tablet market it ignited with 
the release of the iPad. 

Like its two competitors, 
Microsoft is adopting the 
"app" style in its reinvented 
operating system. 

Unlike previous genera¬ 
tions of Windows, which has a 
taskbar pulling up a list of 
software, the latest version has 
a selection of applications or 
"apps” tiled on the start page. 

For devices with touch¬ 
screens, apps are selected or 
moved around in the same 


way as on a smartphone 
— by hand, swiping to 
switch between pages or 
screens, pinching to en¬ 
large or shrink and tap¬ 
ping to select. 

For those without 
touchscreens, the same 
could be done using the 
drag and drop functions, 
or clicks of a mouse. 

For those who have 
several devices, they will be 
connected through a "cloud", a 
resource that pools a user's 
data online rather than on a 
user's computer disc. 

It enabled what is seen on 
the screen of a tablet device to 
be replicated on a regular com¬ 
puter if the user signs in with a 
Windows ID. 

Microsoft also announced 
the test opening of its Win¬ 
dows Store, where users can 
buy apps online. 

Although it is a heavy¬ 
weight in the computer mar¬ 
ket, Microsoft has lagged 
behind in getting a share of the 
smartphone and tablet pie. 

Windows has teamed up 
with Finnish giant Nokia to 
make smartphones to try to 
win back a share. 

On Monday, Nokia an¬ 
nounced that Windows phones 
have now been made compati¬ 
ble with Chinese mobile oper¬ 


ating networks, allowing it to 
bring its smartphones to that 
massive market. 

It could also challenge the 
dominance of Blackberry in 
the corporate market, as com¬ 
panies may opt to go with 
Windows as their computers 
are already running on that op¬ 
erating system. 

"We have a wild card on 
this subject because we are 
very active in enterprises' IT 
systems" and companies "re¬ 
alise that it would provide bet¬ 
ter integration and a better 
experience," Microsoft's mo¬ 
bility division director Laurent 
Schloesser told AFR 

"The enterprise market will 
take up Windows Phone," he 
added. 

Gartner research analyst 
Roberta Cozza said that it re¬ 
mained unclear how Windows 
8 would be integrated with the 
Windows phone. 

"But it will definitely make 
the user interface (UI) that we 
have seen today more familiar 
with consumers. 

The Windows 8 preview is 
available for download at pre¬ 
view, windows. com. 

During the preview period, 
apps on the Windows Store 
will be available to users to 
test for free. 


Ecuador may have found last Inca emperor's tomb 



Funerary stones can be seen at a site in Ecuador that 
could be Atahualpa's resting place: the last Inca em¬ 
peror's tomb. 


SIGCHOS (AFP) - It has been 
sought for centuries but re¬ 
mained a mystery, still out of 
reach. Now an expert has pin¬ 
pointed a site that could be 
Atahualpa's resting place: the 
last Inca emperor's tomb. 

"This is an absolutely im¬ 
portant find for the history of 
Ecuador's archeology and for 
the (Andean) region," said Pat¬ 
rimony Minister Maria Fer¬ 
nanda Espinosa, speaking of 
the ruins found by Ecuadoran 
historian Tamara Estupinan. 

The Inca empire, in the 
1400s and early 1500s, 
spanned much of South Amer¬ 


ica's Andean region, over 
1,000 miles (1,600 kilome¬ 
ters), from modern-day Bo¬ 
livia and Peru to Argentina, 
Chile, Ecuador and Colombia. 
It included dozens of ethnic 
groups with different lan¬ 
guages, cities, temples, farm¬ 
ing terraces and fortresses. 

Atahualpa was the last of 
his dynasty. During the Span¬ 
ish conquest he was taken cap¬ 
tive in what is now Cajamarca, 
Peru. 

He had been pressed to 
convert to Christianity and 
then the Spanish executed him 
by strangulation, then after his 


death in 1533, the empire 
began to fall apart. 

This year Ecuador's state 
Cultural Patrimony Institute 
will start work on a promising 
archeological site, and Es¬ 
tupinan will be front and cen¬ 
ter to raise the curtain on a 
massive complex sprawling 
over a ridge at 1,020 meters. 

It was back in June 2010 
that Estupinan, now a re¬ 
searcher with the French Insti¬ 
tute for Andean Studies 
(IFEA), found what she de¬ 
scribes as an "Inca archeolog¬ 
ical site" high on the Andes' 
eastern flank amid plunging 
canyons. 

But in the area called Sig- 
chos, about 45 miles south of 
Quito, up on a hill dotted with 
brush, there is more — much 
more: she found a complex of 
walls, aqueducts and 
stonework that lie inside the 
Machay rural retreat. Machay 
means burial in the Quechua 
language. 

Archeologist Tamara Bray, 
of Wayne State University in 
Michigan, and a colleague of 
Estupinan, confirmed that the 
site boasts "an Inca edifice that 
is phenomenally well pre¬ 
served and quite important sci¬ 


entifically." 

Inside the facility, a walled 
walkway starts at the Machay 
River and one can see the 
shape of an "ushno", essen¬ 
tially stairs that form a pyra¬ 
mid believed to be the 
(capac's) emperor's throne. 
Meanwhile a tiny cut channel 
of water would spout out a 
small waterfall nicknamed 
"the Inca's bath". 

The director at the Lima- 
based IFEA, Georges Lomne, 
said the find appears to con¬ 
firm that the Incas were active 
and present in a lowland area 
well outside what their best- 
known area of operations 
were: Andean highlands. 

Bray also stressed that 
"very few such Inca sites have 


been found in this type of trop¬ 
ical lowland. I think that the 
Incas used it as a sort of get¬ 
away." 

Estupinan has some more 
specific ideas. 

She believes Malqui- 
Machay is Atahualpa's final 
resting place. The tomb of the 
last capac (emperor) of 
Tahuantinsuyo, the trans-An- 
dean empire. 

While many experts have 
other theories, Estupinan be¬ 
lieves that when Atahualpa 
was killed his remains could 
have been brought by his most 
loyal man, Ruminahui, to Sig- 
chos for burial, to a place 
where Ruminahui based his 
fight for survival against the 
European intruders. 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS' 

FEBRUARY 25 - MARCH 03 


O’stad Botica Central N.V.’ - S.N : ‘ Di Serv Seroe Preto N.V.’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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My Genie Real Estate Aruba 

Time Share re-sales from Owners 


Marriott surf dub and ocean dub 

1 br, 2 br and 3 br all views all season 

2 br Occidental DLX Ocean View 

Optional all inclusive $22,000, 

Stu. Royal Club optional all inclusive $15,000 

3 br, 3 bath Ocean View 
Optional all inclusive $45,000 
All these wk 2-17 

Amsterdam Manor 

2 br, 2 bath Ocean View room #213 
All the 52 wks 

(great investment opportunity) 

$425,000 

Palma Real (For Sale, Rent Long-Short Term) 

2 br, 2 bath. Condo private community 

3 swimming pool plus 
a KIA car 11.000 km for $300,000 
3 br, 3 bath both $360,000 
House fully furnished and AC 


Paradise Beach Villas 

2 br wk 8 room #128 ocean front $20,000 

La Cabana Beach Club 

1 br DLX wk9 Room#401D Ocean Front $11000 

Casa Del Mar 

2br wk 9 rm#1204 pool/ocean view $19500 

Divi Links 

1 br wk 5 thru 9 room #4226 $9000 
Studio wk 6 thru 8 room #4225 $8000 

Renaissance Suites 

1 br wk 8 room #2303 Pool/Ocean view $11000 
1 br wk 11 room # 2507 Pool/Ocean view $11000 

Divi Phoenix 

1 br wk 10 rm #1206 Ocean View $ 9000 
(26 weeks left on contract) 

1 br week 10 Room #802 Ocean View $9000 (24 wks 
remain on contract 10 can be accelerated} 

E-m ail: roxa nna haiiey 63 @hotmo ii com 
Dutch Village V I Doing business as 

Stu wk 8 room #133 $6500 M Y Genie Real Estate Aruba 

22 wks left on contract 6 can be accelerated l ) ree Listing. Teh (297) - 731-2012 

Stu wk 11 Room#118 (Non Mandatory Maintains Your Wish is my Command 

11 weeks total full acceieration)$35oo 25 Years of experience 

Stu wkl 3 room#119 (mandatory maintains) 26 weeks left /9 can be accelerated $4500 



Finance 


Briefs... 


Oil prices gain on Iran 
tensions, positive data 

LONDON (AFP) - Oil prices 
rose Thursday on lingering 
tensions over major crude ex¬ 
porter Iran and in the wake of 
positive Chinese and US eco¬ 
nomic data, traders said. 

New York's main contract, 
light sweet crude for delivery 
in April, gained 45 cents to 
$107.52 a barrel. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
April jumped $1.47 to $124.13. 

Oil rose Wednesday, fol¬ 
lowing two days of losses, 
amid more sabre-rattling from 
Washington over Iran's sus¬ 
pected nuclear programme. 

Analysts said prices also 
found support from positive 
economic data from China 
and the United States — the 
world's two biggest energy¬ 
consuming countries. 

•k’k’k 

US auto sales accelerate 
despite fuel price jump 

CHICAGO (AFP) - US auto 
sales continued to accelerate in 
February despite an unnerving 
jump in fuel prices as an im¬ 
proving overall economic out¬ 
look and aging vehicles drew 
consumers into showrooms, 
automakers said Thursday. 

"For much of 2011, the 
auto industry was a bright 
spot for the overall economy 


and we think that will likely 
continue to be the case," Don 
Johnson, head of US sales at 
General Motors, said in a 
conference call. 

"Based on what we see in 



TOKYO (AFP) - Constmction 
of the Tokyo Sky Tree, the 
world's tallest communications 
tower and second-highest 
building, finished this week, 
two months late because of the 


terms of pent up demand and 
the strength of the economy, 
we do not believe that short¬ 
term fluctuations in fuel 
prices will curtail industry 
growth this year." 


quake and tsunami that struck 
Japan last March. 

Tourist bosses in the coun¬ 
try hope the 634-metre 
(2080-foot) tower will be a 
big draw for foreign visitors, 
whose numbers have plum¬ 
meted in the aftermath of the 
disaster and the nuclear crisis 
it sparked. 

Construction of the tower, 
near the popular Asakusa tra¬ 
ditional district on Tokyo's 
eastern side, began in July 
2008. 

It is the world's second- 
tallest manmade structure, 
beaten only by the 828-metre 
Burj Khalifa in Dubai. 

Some 580,000 workers 
were engaged in the con¬ 
struction, which cost 65 bil¬ 
lion yen ($806 million) for 
the tower alone, the spokes¬ 
woman said. 

It hosts two observation 
decks — at 350 metres and 
450 metres above ground — 
as well as restaurants and of¬ 
fice space and sits at a former 
freight shunting yard along 
the Sumida river. 


Japan finishes world's tallest 
communications tower 



Current as of 
2/29/2012 

Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

0.98 

1.00 

1.002 

Canada 

CAD 

1.780 

1.800 

1.820 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.770 

2.820 

2.880 

Switzerland 

CHF 

1.9856 

1.9928 

2.0008 

Netherlands 

EUR 

2.3726 

2.3943 

2.4183 

Sweden 

SEK 

0.2620 

0.2692 

0.2772 

Denmark 

DKK 

0.3122 

0.3196 

0.3276 

Norway 

NOK 

0.3122 

0.3194 

0.3274 

Japan 

(per 10,000) 

JPY 

219.85 

221.86 

224.09 


Tables turned: Dutch 
under EU pressure 
to cut budget 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - The ta¬ 
bles turned on the Nether¬ 
lands on Thursday as the 
nation, first in line to scold 
deficit sinners such as 
Greece, was told by EU au¬ 
thorities to clean up its own 
financial situation. 

Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte, who has led a 
hardline movement to bring 
Athens to implement harsh 
savings in exchange for a fi¬ 
nancial bailout, vowed to re¬ 
duce his country's own 
budget shortfall as he arrived 
in Brussels for a two-day Eu¬ 
ropean Union summit. 

"The fact that I am at¬ 
tached to fiscal discipline 
comes from the fact that this 
is very important to me," 
Rutte told reporters. 

The Netherlands has 
teamed up with Germany and 
Finland, who along with Lux¬ 
embourg form an exclusive 
club of triple-A rated euro¬ 
zone nations, to put pressure 
on other nations to keep their 
budgets under control. 

But Dutch officials took 
the finger-wagging to another 
level, raising the possibility 
of letting Athens default and 
leave the eurozone unless it 
toed the line. Eurozone gov¬ 
ernments finally agreed to a 
new Greek rescue package 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



worth 237-billion-euro ($310 
billion) last week. 

But the Dutch government 
was put in an embarrassing 
spot on Thursday as it admit¬ 
ted that the "provisional" 
public deficit for 2012 would 
rise from the previously ex¬ 
pected 4.1 percent of gross 
domestic product to 4.5 per¬ 
cent. 

The country's central plan¬ 
ning bureau said the deficit 
would fall back to 4.1 percent 
in 2014 and 3.3 percent in 
2015 unless there was a 
change in government strat¬ 
egy. 

This means the centre- 
right prime minister would 
fail to fulfill his pledge to 
bring the country's deficit 
back under the EU limit of 
3.0 percent next year. 

"We think that the Nether¬ 
lands is one country that has 
been very vocal when sup¬ 
porting the reinforcement of 
our fiscal surveillance rules," 
said European Commission 
economy spokesman 

Amadeu Altafaj. 

"So it's absolutely normal 
to believe that the Nether¬ 
lands will apply this same ap¬ 
proach to its own fiscal 
policies," he told a news con¬ 
ference. 

"We trust that the Nether¬ 
lands will do the necessary to 
comply," said the spokesman 
for EU economic affairs 
commissioner Olli Rehn. 

Rutte declared that his 
government would undertake 
budget cuts because it was 
important to do so, "not be¬ 
cause Rehn wants it." 

The Netherlands faces 
tougher economic conditions, 
with the entire 17-nation eu¬ 
rozone expected to slip into 
recession this year. 
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Marine Foundation continues to explore 
methods to control Lionfish 



Gyseth Arends-Jansen together with Castro Perez, Vice 
President/Secretary of the Aruba Marine Park Foundation. 



We recall last year’s diligent 
efforts by Aruba Marine Park 
and the Department of Fish¬ 
eries of Santa Rosa along 
with different organizations, 
how they labored to control 
the Lionfish population in 
our waters around Aruba. 

We vividly remember the 
very successful Lionfish 
Derby. That was a first time 
experience for Aruba. Lion¬ 
fish were reported in our wa¬ 
ters during 2009 for the first 
time. Many divers and others 
participated and more than 
2000 Lionfish were captured 
and eliminated. 

Last year the Aruba Ma¬ 
rine Park Foundation organ¬ 
ized the Lionfish Derby in 
March 2011, which was fol¬ 
lowed by the Lionfish Con¬ 
trol Championship that ran 
from June to December 2011. 
The organization is intent on 
continuing to motivate the 
various diver operators, 
divers known as the “Lion¬ 
fish hunters or slayers,” to 
continue eliminating and 
controlling the Lionfish pop¬ 
ulation in our waters. 

The Fisheries section of 
the Aruba Marine Park Foun¬ 
dation expects to continue 
getting the cooperation from 
the different stakeholders to 
carry on their efforts of con¬ 
trolling this very invasive 
species. 

The educational sector of 
our local community has 
shown much interest in our 
endeavor to eliminate Lion¬ 
fish. Various educational in¬ 
stitutions have focused in on 
the problem we face with Li¬ 
onfish. Students of IPA, 
Colegio Arubano and other 
schools have prepared Lion¬ 
fish projects or of environ¬ 
mental problems which are 
threatening our coral riffs 
around the island. 

IPA student Mrs. Gyseth 
Arends-Jansen has spent 350 



hours working on a Lionfish 
project. With the help and co¬ 
operation of the Fisheries 
section and the Aruba Marine 
Park Foundation, Mrs. 
Arends-Jansen was able to 
complete the Lionfish proj¬ 
ect. The Lionfish project has 
become a part of an IPA as¬ 
signment. It is now the social 
project that all IPA students 
are required to fulfill for their 
study program. 

Mrs. Gyseth Arends- 
Jansen is an open water diver 
since 7 years ago. She has 
participated as “Lionfish 
hunter” during the Lionfish 
Derby held in June 2011. Be¬ 
cause of her diving expertise 
she became interested in the 
Lionfish project. 

Gyseth Arends-Jansen has 
produced a “teachers toolkit” 
replete with didactic material 
to teach 5th and 6th grades of 
our primary schools. Students 
will learn everything they 
need to know about Lionfish. 
Last week they held an expo¬ 
sition of all the material 
needed to teach classes in this 
matter. Everyone was simply 
amazed and impressed with 
the material produced. 

The Foundation sincerely 
hopes that the teaching mate¬ 
rial would be used on a regu¬ 
lar basis as part of lessons on 
nature. Our children need to 


be well versed in what is hap¬ 
pening in our waters; they 
need to have access to all the 
information regarding Lion¬ 
fish. 
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Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 


Adorable and affordable; 
5 Burgers Aruba offers 
an island twist to the 
great American Burger 


Expatriates residing on 
Aruba, Aaron and Rosie 
Walisever are living their 
dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all 
and sundry to their proud 
undertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba. Some may be 
quite well acquainted 
with a nationally known 
U.S franchise bearing the 
name “5”, and patrons 
can expect the same great 
quality between the buns, 
but an expanded menu 
and Rosie and Aaron’s fa¬ 
natical dedication to giv¬ 
ing their customers what 
they really want has re¬ 
sulted in a unique menu. 

“You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 


Gouda Burger 2 


first impression,” comments 
Aaron; and upon entering 5 
Burgers Aruba in The Village 
Mall in Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly spotless sur¬ 
roundings and a smiling, 
friendly, attentive service 
crew. Of course, the main 
item on the menu is burgers- 
the way they were meant to 
be, thick and juicy, made fresh 
daily and 100% pure beef, the 
kind that made the hamburger 
a traditional American treat. 

Prices vary only slightly 
between regular and small 
(basically 2 patties or 1) with 
specialty items such as Gouda 
Burger, Farmer’s Burger, Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with crispy onion 
rings and BBQ sauce. All of 
these can be personalized 
with an incredible array of 
toppings, (mushrooms, 
jalapeno peppers, bacon, 
cheese, lettuce, tomato... 
whatever the list goes on) at 
absolutely no extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron sug¬ 
gests that even their small 
serving of fries, which are 
made from hand-cut fresh 
Idaho potatoes, is enough to 


Rosie and Aaron love their Burger 
too 

be shared by two. He was 
very amused to watch a fa¬ 
mous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a 
gourmet cooking show and 
could only comment “He 
stole my recipe!” Try them 
the English way-with vine¬ 
gar, and you’ll wonder how 
you ever ate fries without it. 
This same 5-star chef also 
swears by Gouda as the best 
topping for the ideal gour¬ 
met cheeseburger. 

If you are a fan of crispy 
friend onion rings, as we are at 
THE MORNING NEWS, you 
cannot leave there without try¬ 
ing their secret recipe batter- 
dipped gourmet rings, made 
from fresh, not frozen onions. 
Unquestionably, the best we 
have had anywhere, and for 
those that like a little spice, the 
fried jalapenos are a real treat. 
Aaron and Rosie have ex¬ 
panded their menu to accom¬ 
modate certain tastes and 
dietary needs; they offer a tasty 
grilled chicken sandwich as 
well. 

5 Burgers Aruba is open 
for lunch & dinner - daily 
hours are Noon to 10-ish; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district for orders 
over $50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904. 
However, we suggest you 
stop by and enjoy their au¬ 
thentic, heartfelt hospitality; it 
is not unusual for the owners 
when things are not too busy, 
to sit and chat while sharing 
their knowledge of the island. 
Totally yummy and fun plus a 
great deal for a quality burger, 
they are definitely worth a 
visit 


Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding ameni¬ 
ties are just what they were 
looking for before conside¬ 
ring purchasing property on 
the island. Some owners are 
using the villas or town 
homes as vacation retreats 
rather than full time and are 
taking advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to turn 
their investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 


and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 
your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 


Beautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 


rental cars, spa appointments, 
activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the 
package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way, Gold Coast seeks to 
pamper their guests while 
providing them with the feel¬ 
ing of being in a cozy com¬ 
munity, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the major 
holidays. If you wish an opti¬ 
mal vacation experience with 
great savings, visit their web¬ 
site: www.goldcoastaruba. 
com to get acquainted with 
the community and the lay¬ 
out, details and availability of 
accommodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 


high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 
net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama said 
Thursday that he had known 
about NBA star Jeremy Lin’s 
talent long before the Asian- 
American's "Linsanity” phe¬ 
nomenon swept the sport. 

”1 knew about Jeremy be¬ 
fore you did, or everybody 
else did, because Arne Dun¬ 
can, my secretary of educa¬ 
tion, was captain of the 
Harvard team," Obama told 
noted US sports writer Bill 
Simmons in a podcast. 

"And so way back when, 


Arne and I were playing and 
he said, 'I'm telling you, we've 
got this terrific guard named 
Jeremy Lin at Harvard.' 

"And then one of my best 
friends, his son is a freshman 
at Harvard, and so when he 
went for a recruiting trip he 
saw Lin in action. So I've been 
on the Jeremy Lin bandwagon 
for a while," said the presi¬ 
dent, who is a Harvard Law 
School graduate. 

Lin, the New York Knicks' 
point guard, has had a mete¬ 
oric rise in the past month 


Thai Restaurant SAw^soee 

fRESHAND^DELICIOUS THAI fOOD COOKED fRESH TO ORDER. 
^. HONE GROWN HERRS AND SPICES 
m VARIETY ON VEGETARIAN DISHES 

- Located at Pa | m Beacfl i86b, next to Wendy's at 

walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 


Djokovic, Federer, 
Murray. 

continued from page 16 


from undrafted and twice-dis¬ 
carded benchwarmer to high 
points scoring stardom in 
Madison Square Garden, the 
world's biggest basketball 
stage. 

He is the first US-born 
player in the NBA of Tai¬ 
wanese and Chinese heritage 
and he has already developed 
a devoted following among 
many Asian-Americans and in 
China, Taiwan, the Philippines 
and other countries. 

Traffic to the 

NYKnicks.com website 
surged as basketball fans from 
around the world search for 
Lin news and video high¬ 
lights. 

"He seems like a wonderful 
young man. And, look, it ele¬ 
vates this great sport all 
around the world," said 
Obama, a Chicago Bulls fan, 
alluding to the labor dispute 
that led to the delay of the 
NBA season opening. 

"If you've got billionaires 
on one side and millionaires 
on another, you guys can fig¬ 
ure out how to divide some 
money up. And ultimately 
they did. And it was the right 
thing to do," said the presi¬ 
dent. 

"And what's been encour¬ 
aging is to see how fast the 
sport has bounced back." 


Television replays indicated 
however that the "out" call 
came after Berdych had 
struck his return, suggesting 
Lahyani's decision was the 
right one. 

Murray went on to close 
the match out in that game, 
though it required six more 
rallies and seven match 
points altogether before he 
did so. 

Later Berdych said he had 
been "shocked" by Lahyani's 
decision, adding: "If we look 
at all the rule books we going 
to see that if it's not a clear 
ace there is a repeat of point 
actually. 

Murray commented: "It's 
a bad rule, and one I have a 
big problem with. It comes 
down to kind of how the um¬ 
pire sees it." 

The other semi-final is be¬ 
tween Grand Slam record- 


holder Federer and del Potro, 
the 2009 US Open finalist 
from Argentina whose vic¬ 
tory against Tsonga was his 
second in five days. 

Against Youzhny, Federer 
established breaks of serve 
early in both sets, and each 
time consolidated the advan¬ 
tage right through. 

It suggested that the extra 
competition Federer has had 
this year - having included 
Rotterdam and the Davis Cup 
in his schedule - has made 
him satisfyingly match tight 
from the start of this week. 

But Federer may feel 
hardly any more secure at 
avoiding another meeting 
with Tsonga by getting del 
Potro instead. 

The Argentine's last vic¬ 
tory over a top five player 
was against him. 


NBA: Masked Bryant lifts 


continued from page 15 


Bryant was fouled by Dwyane 
Wade in the Sunday's all-star 
game. His nose was bloodied 
after Wade reached inside and 
slapped him in the face and 
shoulder in the third quarter. 

"I have known Wade for 
years," Bryant said. "He didn't 
mean to do it. It is just some¬ 
thing that happened. It is what 
it is. We have been close 
friends a long time." 

Bryant passed Michael Jor¬ 
dan as the all-time leading 
scorer in all-star games after 
netting 27 points in the West's 
152-149 victory over Wade's 
Team East. And he stayed in 
the game right up to the final 
buzzer even though he was not 
feeling well. 

"Finishing the all-star game 
with a concussion was pretty 
gnarly," Bryant said. "I was 
seeing a little double and I did¬ 
n't know if it was a concussion 
or not because I have never 
had one before. I just knew 
things were off a bit." 

Pau Gasol finished with 15 
points and Andrew Bynum had 
13 points and 13 rebounds for 
the Lakers who opened a 


three-game homestand 

Wednesday. The Lakers have 
won six in a row at home and 
face Wade's Heat on Sunday at 
Staples Center. 

"It was not clear whether he 
was going to play but in his 
mind he was always going to 
go," Gasol said. "It is great he 
has that kind of spirit." 
Michael Beasley and Martell 
Webster each finished with 14 
points to lead Minnesota who 
have lost 17 straight contests 
to the Lakers. 

Minnesota point guard Luke 
Ridnour rounded out the scor¬ 
ing in the first half by making 
a layup off a turnover by 
Bryant to pull the 'Wolves 
within six points at the half, 
50-44. 

Bryant sank a pair of free 
throws to cap off a 17-5 Lakers 
run at the end of the third quar¬ 
ter to make it 83-59. 

"A terrific night for Kobe. 
Kobe is a special human 
being," said Lakers coach 
Mike Brown. "I don't know 
what he is made of. He is dif¬ 
ferent, he reacts different. He 
played a very good basketball 


game." 

The Timberwolves were miss¬ 
ing all-star forward Kevin 
Love who suffered injured ribs 
in Tuesday's 109-97 win over 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 
Minnesota finish off a four- 
game road trip with a game in 
Phoenix Thursday and in Port¬ 
land on Saturday. They are in 
the middle of playing 11 of 15 
contests on the road. 


Combat Dengue 

Keep around 
your house 
and yard clean 


IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9PM NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297) 561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 


SPORTS 

NBA: Obama knew about Lin 
'way back when 1 
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S0Uth " W t^> 


73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
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NBA: Masked Bryant lifts Lakers over "Wolves 


Athletics: Drug cheat 
Rodgers banned, but 
gets Olympics hope 


COLORADO SPRING(AFP) 
- American sprinter Michael 
Rodgers was slapped with a 
nine-month ban after failing a 
drug test at a track meet last 
year in Italy, the US Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency announced Thurs¬ 
day. 

The 2009 US champion in 
the 100 metres tested positive 
for the banned stimulant 
methylhexaneamine which has 
been at the centre of numerous 
failed tests and doping bans 
over the past few years. 

American anti-doping offi¬ 
cials made Rodgers' suspen¬ 
sion retroactive to last July 
when he failed the test mean¬ 
ing he will be allowed to re¬ 
sume competition in about 10 
weeks. 

That also makes him eligi¬ 
ble for the US Olympic trials 
and a spot on the American 


61st NBA all-star Game on 
Sunday. 

"What I have learned about 
concussions over the last few 
days is they heal on their own 
time," Bryant said. "There is 
no timetable for it. I just have 
to stay positive, tell myself 
'when I wake up tomorrow I 
am not going to have 
headaches.'" 

Bryant shot ll-of-23 from 
the field in 33 minutes of play¬ 
ing time Wednesday and said 
the mask took some getting 
used to but he never consid¬ 
ered going without it. 

"My nose was too tender. 
When my nose stops being so 
sensitive I will take it off," he 


said. "It got hot. I felt like I had 
a sauna on my face. Like I was 
drinking my own sweat." 

Bryant, who has five NBA 
championship rings, was 
cleared to play against the 
Timberwolves just prior to tip 
off Wednesday after undergo¬ 
ing a battery of tests conducted 
by a neurologist earlier in the 
day. 

Bryant said he is not expe¬ 
riencing migraines and most of 
the pain is in his neck area. 

"I understand the severity of 
the situation. You have to go 
through those steps," Bryant 
said of the mandatory tests for 
concussion symptoms. 

continues on page 14 


team at the 2012 London 
Olympics. 

US doping officials said 
Rodgers first lied to the inves¬ 
tigative panel then switched 
his story and admitted that he 
took a banned substance. 

"Rodgers originally re¬ 
quested a hearing in front of 
independent American Arbitra¬ 
tion Association (AAA) panel, 
at which he provided inaccu¬ 
rate and misleading testi¬ 
mony," US Anti-Doping 
Agency said in a news release. 

"However, before the false 
testimony was acted upon by 
the arbitration panel, Rodgers 
came forward, acknowledged 
the truth to the US Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency." 

Rodgers originally claimed 
he drank vodka with an energy 
drink at a club two days before 
a meeting in Lignano, Italy 
which caused the positive test. 

He later changed his story 
and said he took a supplement 
called Jack3d which caused 
the positive test. 

Rodgers also had to pay for 
the cost of the arbitration hear¬ 
ing but US AD A did not give 
details on the amount. 

Methylhexaneamine has 
been implicated in several pos¬ 
itive tests over the past few 
years involving athletes, in¬ 
cluding Nigerian 


Wesley Johnson #4 of the Minnesota Timberwolves keeps 
the ball away from Kobe Bryant 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Wearing a mask to protect a 
broken nose, 14-time all-star 
Kobe Bryant finished with 31 
points and eight assists as the 
Los Angeles Lakers routed 


Minnesota 104-85 on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Bryant, the NBA's leading 
scorer, donned the clear plastic 
mask after suffering a broken 
nose and concussion in the 
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hopefully we will play an¬ 
other great match.” 

Murray progressed with a 
straight sets win over 
Berdych, the fierce-hitting 
fifth-seeded Czech against 
whom he had lost the previ¬ 
ous three times. 

The match ended in con¬ 
troversy as Berdych protested 
to Swedish umpire Mohamed 
Lahyani about a Hawkeye de¬ 
cision when he had a point to 
break back to six games all. 

Murray's appeal to the 
computer replay showed that 
the line judge's call of fault to 
have been wrong and that his 
unreturned serve had in fact 
landed in. 

When the Scot was duly 
awarded that point, Berdych 
argued that the rally should 
be replayed, claiming the line 
judge's call had interfered 
with his return of serve. 

continues on page 14 


Tennis: Djokovic, Federer, 

Murray into Dubai semi¬ 
finals 


Roger Federer 


DUBAI (AFP) - Novak 
Djokovic needed a piece of 
luck against close friend 
Janko Tipsarevic on Thurs¬ 
day before carrying his bid 
for a record fourth successive 
Dubai Open title into a semi¬ 
final clash with Andy Mur¬ 
ray. 

The triple Grand Slam ti- 
tleholder beat the seventh- 
seeded Tipsarevic 6-1, 7-6 
(8/6) but only escaped from 
set point down at 5-6 in the 
tie-breaker thanks to a double 
fault from his fellow Davis 
Cup star from Serbia. 

It raised hopes that 
Djokovic will on Friday wit¬ 
ness another classic en¬ 
counter with Murray, similar 
to their sensational five-hour 
Australian Open semi-final. 

Murray reached the semi¬ 
finals with a 6-3, 7-5 victory 
Tomas Berdych. 

Friday's other semi-final 
will see four-time Dubai 
champion Roger Federer, 
whose 6-3, 6-4 win over 
Mikhail Youzhny was his 
12 th over the Russian, 
against in-form Juan Martin 
del Potro. 

The big Argentine defeated 
French fourth seed Jo-Wil- 
fried Tsonga 7-6 (7/1), 6-2. 

For a while Djokovic 


seemed likely to win com¬ 
fortably against Tipsarevic, 
with whom he had "practised 
a million times.” 

He hit with great power 
off the ground, moved su¬ 
perbly, and won the first set 
in only 27 minutes. 

But he ran into difficulty 
after failing to convert break 
points at 30-40 in the fifth 
and seventh games of the sec¬ 
ond sets. 

Tipsarevic struck the ball 
more boldly, won many of 
the longer rallies with tena¬ 
cious base-lining, and got the 
support of the crowd for his 
fight-back. 

Djokovic, meanwhile, ap¬ 
peared to grow tense, and 
when he went 0-3 and 1-4 
down in the tie-break a decid¬ 
ing set looked likely. 

But after Tipsarevic's cru¬ 
cial double fault made it 6-6, 
Djokovic capitalised with a 
backhand slice to earn a sec¬ 
ond successive point against 
serve, and followed it with the 
winning combination of a 
good first serve and an un¬ 
stoppable forehand follow-up. 

Asked about playing Mur¬ 
ray again, Djokovic said: 
"We are the same age and the 
first time we played each 
other was at the age of 11. So 
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NBA: Lin's Knicks rally to beat 
Cavaliers 


After 
$ 3 wine and 
drinks, free tapas 


from 6 till 9pm 
followed by a 
live Band 


Jeremy Lin #17 of the New York Knicks drives against 
Alonzo Gee #33 of the Cleveland Cavaliers. 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Jeremy 
Lin's New York Knicks kicked 
off the second half of their sea¬ 
son in winning style Wednes¬ 
day, by rallying from a 12 
point halftime deficit to rout 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 120- 
103. 

Lin finished with 19 points, 
13 assists and five rebounds 
for the Knicks who scored 71 
points in the second half at 
Madison Square Garden arena. 

Guard Lin also had just one 
turnover Wednesday, the 
fewest he has had in a start this 
season. 

"It is unbelievable what he 
is doing,” Knicks coach Mike 
D'Antoni said of Lin. 

D'Antoni said the coaching 
staff must take some of the 
blame for the high number of 


turnovers Lin had been record¬ 
ing in some of the games this 
season. 

"One turnover tonight. Once 
we get other people to help 
him out he is not going to have 
eight turnovers. He he has had 
one bad game so this is unbe¬ 
lievable,” D'Antoni said. 

Carmelo Anthony, who re¬ 
cently returned from injury, 
scored 22 points and forward 
Steve Novak came off the 
bench to score 17 points, in¬ 
cluding five three pointers, for 
the Knicks who had six players 
finish in double figures. 

"It was a great comeback,” 
said Anthony, who has strug¬ 
gled through an injury-plagued 
season. "In the first half we 
still had our all-star break legs, 
but in the second half we made 


some adjustments and went 
after it.” 

Anthony played his best 
game alongside Lin, who car¬ 
ried the Knicks on his back 
with their $18 million dollar a 
year star forward out of the 
lineup. 

"We need Jeremy. He is a 
big piece of our team,” An¬ 
thony said Wednesday. 

It was the first regular sea¬ 
son game for Lin since he took 
part in his maiden all-star 
game weekend. 

Lin and the Knicks strug¬ 
gled mightily going into the 
all-star break in a one-sided 
loss to the Miami Heat, falling 
102-88 last Thursday. Lin shot 
just one-of-11 against the Heat 
but looked to have more en¬ 
ergy against the Cavaliers. 

"I am happy it wasn't eight 
turnovers like Miami,” said 
Lin. "I am happy with just one 
turnover. If I can keep it to 
three or less then I am 
pleased.” 

Lin has been the NBA's 
biggest story this season, com¬ 
ing off the Knicks bench after 
being cut by two other clubs to 
put in the best performance of 
any NBA player in his first 10 
starts since 1976. 

Lin, whose parents are from 
Taiwan, became a phenome¬ 
non because of his scoring, av¬ 
eraging over 20 points a game, 
his passing skills and his clutch 
shooting ability, including a 
last-second game winner at 
Toronto. 


Open for lunch and dinner, .seven days a week. 
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For reservations please call 586-3838 or 586-3666 * Fax 586-6338 
E-mail hcistariavittorio@setarnet.aw • www. hostariavi ttario. com 


Master Chef Vittorio Muscarielto invites you to come and savor 
his superb classic Italian dishes inspired by regional traditions, 
paired with dedicated service and the finest wines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the rustically elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio. 



























